
Outreach
Every year, the Outreach Committee of The East York-
Scarborough Reading Association supports individuals
and organizations who strive to make a difference in the
lives of others through literacy-focused initiatives. By
reaching out to local, national and international groups
we help children and adults to develop and strengthen
their literacy skills.Through the support of our reading
conference delegates we have brought the love of read-
ing to many, both close to home and abroad.

In 2015-2016, funds were directed towards many organi-
zations including:

• The Children’s Book Bank
• National Reading Campaign
• Book Clubs for Inmates
• Friends of Six Nations Public Library Foundation

Program – Supporting Aboriginal Libraries Today
(SALT)

• Canadian Organization for Development through
Education (CODE) Ghana

In addition to these wonderful causes,our Outreach Com-
mittee contributed to the Fort McMurray Book Donation
Program on International Literacy Day 2016 in order to
help children purchase a book of their choice.For a com-
plete list of the organizations we support please visit our
website at www.readingfortheloveofit.com.We are ex-
cited to continue our work and are actively exploring
other projects and opportunities for 2016-2017.

All revenue generated at our Outreach table at the con-
ference is put towards these yearly projects. Please stop
by and check out our popular book bags, heart pins,
notebooks and more. Don’t forget to enter our draw at
the conference for a chance to win one of our beautiful
red blankets.We are looking forward to seeing you at
our 41st Reading for the Love of It Conference on Febru-
ary 23rd and 24th.

Liz Blake,3rd Vice President and Outreach Chair,EYSRA

Outreach Feature: In My Shoes …
Supporting Refugee Children in Greece
The East-York Scarborough Association has responded to
the Syrian refugee crisis abroad, by providing books and
classroom materials to a refugee camp in Northern
Greece.

By Vangie Kalanderopoulos, EYSRA Director

Arlee and I wanted to thank-you again for all of the do-
nations from the East York-Scarborough Reading Associ-
ation. We gave the books to the Inspiration Centre today
and they were thrilled! They especially love the Little
Canada book you picked! We passed on your email ad-
dress to our physiotherapy supervisor, Sister Beverly, so
that she could also thank
you. But meanwhile we
wanted to send some
photos of us at the centre.

Best wishes and thank
you again,

Kayla Hildebrand and
Arlee Stern

Recently, I had an opportunity to
visit the Katsikas camp and had the
heartwarming experience of sharing
the materials with the children and
their parents.

Approximately 300 children under
the age of 15 are living with their
families in a military camp in the
village of Katsikas,which is located
on the outskirts of the city of
Ioannina.*

The parents and
children were most
excited about receiving
dual language books.
Parents were
encouraged to use the
books and to read to
their children in their
first language,which for
most was Arabic.

An informal school setting in one of
the tents was all that was needed
for children to become engaged in
the writing process.Using
notebooks,whiteboards and
limited communication skills, the
children were encouraged to draw
and write stories on topics they
wanted to share.Donald Grave’s
teachings were easily applied here
as a most effective way to teach
beginning reading and writing
skills.

In addition to
volunteering in
the Katsikas camp,
I was able to
participate in a
Forum at the
University of
Patras, at which
intercultural
education was
discussed.
Educators from around the world shared
their expertise and ideas about the
challenges of integrating children (who are
in a relocation limbo) into schools in Greece.

*Recent reports from the
camp state that many
families from Katsikas have
been relocated to a hotel
in Ioannina.


